Pope says future of mankind at stake over gay marriage

Pope Benedict XVI hasweighed in on a
heated debate over gay marriage, criticising new concepts of the traditional family and warning that
mankind itself was at stake.

"Inthe fight for the family, the very notion of being — of what being human really means—is being
called into question,” the Pope said in Italian during an end-of-year speech.

"The question of the family ... isthe question of what it means to be a man, and what it is necessary to
do to be true men," he said.

The Pope spoke of the "falseness’ of gender theories and cited at length France's chief Rabbi Gilles
Bernheim, who has spoken out against gay marriage.

"Bernheim has shown in a very detailed and profoundly moving study that the attack we are currently
experiencing on the true structure of the family, made up of father, mother, and child, goes much
deeper," he said.

He cited feminist gender theorist Simone de Beauvoir's view to the effect that one is not born a woman,
but one becomes so — that sex was no longer an element of nature but a social role people chose for
themselves.

"The profound falsehood of this theory and of the anthropological revolution contained withinitis
obvious," he said.

The defence of the family, the Pope said, "is about man himself. And it becomes clear that when God
is denied, human dignity also disappears.”

On Monday, the Vatican's newspaper described laws on gay marriage as an attempt at a
communist-like "utopia’, aday after tens of thousands of demonstrators turned out in France to support
legalising both marriages and adoption for gay couples.



France's parliament is to debate the government-backed "marriage for al" bill early next year.

With President Francois Hollande's Socialists enjoying a strong majority, the bill is expected to pass
despite vehement opposition from the right and religious groups.
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