Commentary on the Gospel for Thu, May 1st 2014
“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; and those who are crushed in spirit he saves. Many are the
troubles of the just man, but out of them all the Lord delivers him.” This is a beautiful Psalm, full of
words of encouragement. The lessons today remind us that the Lord is good and God is trustworthy!
The Lord will hear our distress and rescue us. That is good news indeed!

And yet, there is another story here. It seems to me that it isn’t just about the Lord hearing the cry of
the just and destroying the evil doers. If that were the case, none of us would be here long enough to
reproduce the species. I don’t think the words of encouragement are sent to make us feel good about
our obedience to God. I think we need to feel a tension here between the part of us that is just and the
part of us that does not repent of our evil doing. If we are honest, we have to admit that we carry that
tension around inside ourselves each day as we decide whether we are going to trust God or trust the
ways of this world.

Despite that tension, I think most of us can say that we have felt the Lord come near to us in our
distress. Life is difficult but our faith keeps us trying to obey and trusting in God because we know
that the Lord hears us. Those of us who have experienced delivery and rescue need to share that
witness with those around us that we see who are crushed in spirit, those who are brokenhearted. We
need to share those beautiful words of encouragement of how good the Lord is with others. That is one
way we can bless the Lord today!
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