Commentary on the Gospel for Thu, Jun 26th 2014
The first reading describes takeover of Jerusalem, transitions in ‘leadership’, and the extreme chaos of
the environment.

The psalm for the day asks for our Lord to deliver us.

In the Gospel, Matthew describes the astonishment of the crowds as Jesus spoke with authority. He
reminded them that not everyone who calls to the Lord will enter the kingdom of heaven, only those
who do the will of the Father.

The following well known words of Jesus apply today:
“Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his
house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. But it did not
collapse; it had been set solidly on rock.

And everyone who listens to these words of mine but does not act on them will be like a fool who built
his house on sand. The rain fell, the floods came and the winds blew and buffeted the house.
And it collapsed and was completely ruined.”

I liken this to the weather warnings we hear over and over again, particularly this time of the year in
the middle of the United States. We know what to do. We have advanced warnings provided by
extremely sophisticated technology. Many times we choose to ignore those warnings because we
don’t want to be inconvenienced. How often do we actually take inventory, prepare and make sure
we have everything we may need in the event of disaster? How often do we live as the fool who built
on sand? The fool may have had his head buried in the proverbial sand.

We can take time daily at least to listen to the words of God, and to act on them. We can take time to
LIVE the gospel, for this is the will of the father. By doing so, our house will be a strong, safe refuge.
The rains may fall, the winds may blow, but in times of trouble, our home will not collapse. We will
have refuge in the Lord.

If you are a news junkie like me, it may take a bit of work, but we can remember these words when
listening to the weather reports and planning our activities. We can do it daily. Our foundation will be
like rock. We will have strength, and refuge in the storm.
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