Commentary on the Gospel for Fri, Oct 21st 2016
As previous days along this week, Jesus continues giving us some advice. Today, he tell us that we
have to learn to seek the signs around us with the eyes of faith. In those signs we can understand God`s
will.
People around Jesus had a great ability to interpret the weather; and according to what they saw they
forecast the weather. But they were unable to understand God`s signs. They were too blind to see signs
of the Kingdom and the presence of the Messiah. Perhaps we have the same problem. We are able to
interpret and understand our world better than ever. But we are unable to understand what God is
telling us. We must learn to see the world with faith eyes.
The Vatican II Council invites all the Church to seek the signs of the time: “the Church has always had
the duty of scrutinizing the signs of the times and of interpreting them in the light of the Gospel. Thus,
in language intelligible to each generation, she can respond to the perennial questions which men ask
about this present life and the life to come, and about the relationship of the one to the other. We must
therefore recognize and understand the world in which we live, its explanations, its longings, and its
often dramatic characteristics” (Gaudium et spes 4).
For us it is easy to recognize and to confess Jesus Christ as God`s beloved son. But we have the same
problem that people around Jesus had. We don`t recognize the signs of God`s presence. We are too
blind to recognize, in the light and darkness of our time, the voice of God. We have to change our way
of looking and learn to understand what God is whispering in the signs of our time, in what happens in
our world and in our life. In solidarity expressions and in the suffering around the world we should
recognize the call of God asking us to take on a bigger commitment with the Kingdom.
Let us pray to the Lord to send the Holy Spirit upon us to teach us to scrutinize the signs of the times.
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