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God spoke directly to Moses. In the first reading God has promised the people that he will speak
directly to someone from their own kin like he speaks to Moses so those people can hear and
understand. They will be able to hear the word of God in their own language and within their own
culture. What an amazing opportunity. I know I would love to hear directly from God. Today it seems
hard to know exactly what to do and what really is God’s will. Back then God spoke directly to Moses,
and he said exactly what to do. The people in the first reading have a prophet in their midst. But this
opportunity comes with responsibility also. They have to listen and obey. And false prophets will not
be tolerated. Actually, this helps them out too, because anyone who pretends to prophesy, but isn’t the
prophet God speaks to directly will die, so the people actually know that their prophet is real.  That
makes it easier to trust in and follow his words.

Even the demons listen to Jesus and obey. He calls out the unclean spirit that recognizes that Jesus is
the voice of God and no match for the evil spirit, which is destroyed at his words. The people are
amazed at this, but the voice of God is that powerful.

It’s more difficult today to hear and understand the voice of God, but not impossible. We can read it
here in the scriptures. We can sense it in our conscience. We can see it in God’s creation. We should
be alert and aware for where it will express itself. God is all around us. We need to recognize his voice
when we hear it. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
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