
Commentary on the Gospel for Wed, Jul 18th 2018

WOE TO THOSE ENACT UNJUST LAWS AND ISSUE OPPRESIVE DECREES!

In our First Reading, the Lord announces the destruction of Assyria for invading Israel, plundering her
treasures and killing her inhabitants. The Lord is angered by the abuse of power and oppression of the
weak. This is righteous anger or divine indignation.

We, Filipinos, are uncomfortable with anger, because for many of us every expression of anger is
sinful, “Masamang magalit.” And yet God reveals to us that the proper moral response to corruption
and oppression is moral indignation, which is not a sin but a virtue. To be angry over the exploitation
of the weak is a virtue.
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