Commentary on the Gospel for Fri, Feb 24th 2012

In the olden days, many preachers gave more sermons about hell than about heaven. It was probably
because it was easy to manipulate people through fear; and the mythology of hell left nothing to the
imagination. Misery has some way of appearing more real than joy, and there are many, even today,
who prefer to emphasize it; it makes their message sound more real, more urgent, more “hands-on.”
There can even be akind of ghoulish interest init. But Christians have to proclaim not only the death
but the resurrection of Jesus.
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