Readings. ST. JOSAPHAT, Bishop and Martyr, Memorial

First Reading: W1S2:23-3:9

God formed man to be imperishable;
theimage of his own nature he made them.
But by the envy of the Devil, death entered the world,
and they who arein his possession experience it
But the souls of thejust are in the hand of God,
and no torment shall touch them.
They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;
and their passing away was thought an affliction
and their going forth from us, utter destruction.
But they arein peace.

For if before men, indeed, they be punished,
yet s their hope full of immortality;

Chastised alittle, they shall be greatly blessed,
because God tried them

and found them worthy of himsalf

As gold in the furnace, he proved them,

and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.

In the time of their visitation they shall shine,
and shall dart about as sparks through stubble;
They shall judge nations and rule over peoples,
and the Lord shall betheir King forever.

Those who trust in him shall understand truth,
and the faithful shall abide with him in love:
Because grace and mercy arewith his holy ones,
and his careis with his elect.

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19

R./1 will blessthe Lord at all times.

1 will blessthe LORD at all times;
his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
Let my soul glory inthe LORD;
thelowly will hear me and be glad.
R/ 1 will blessthe L ord at all times

The LORD has eyesfor thejust,
and earsfor their cry.

The LORD confrontsthe evildoers,

to destroy remembrance of them from the earth.
R/ 1 will blessthe Lord at all times

When the just cry out, the LORD hears them,
and from all their distress he rescues them.
The LORD is closeto the brokenhearted;
and those who are crushed in spirit he saves.

R./ 1 will blessthe Lord at all times.

Gospel Introduction
Thewords of Jesusin the gospel of today seem to be directed more to the Pharisees and scribes, who claimed to be servants of God, than to the apostles. They were self-assured servants; they computed their merits for what they had done for God and asserted their right to his rewards. Perhaps the awaystoo

modest in their claims as companions of Jesus. All should put their trust in God and |eave everything to him. Not what we have done for God counts, but what he does for usin his mercy. We arein his hands.

Gospel Reading: LK 17:7-10

“The Lord ssid, "Who among you would say to your servant coming in from the fields after plowing or tending sheep: ‘Come at once and sit down at table? No, you tell him: ‘Prepare my dinner. Put on your apron and wait on mewhile | eat and drink; you can eat and drink aftenwards:’ Do youthank this servant for doing what you

So for you. When you have done all that you have been told to do, you must say: 'We are no more than servants; we have only done our duty.






