Liturgy Alive of July 25 - St. James, Apostle

I ntroduction

James became a disciple of Jesus together with his brother John. He was, with Peter and John, among
the apostles closest to Jesus, withessing the resurrection of Jairus' daughter, the Lord’ s transfiguration
and agony.

A “son of thunder” in his zeal for the kingdom, he proposed a hard line against those who did not
accept the gospel. But Jesus told him that his task was not to destroy but to save. James himself
experienced the consequences of the hard line when he died a martyr’s death, thus sharing Jesus’ cup
of sacrifice asthe Lord had foretold him.

Opening Prayer

Lord our God,

Y our Son Jesus was your equal

and yet he made himself our brother and servant.
May his Spirit be alivein us,

ashewasaivein St. James,

and dispose us to become, like your Son,
powerless and vulnerable

so that we can serve one another,

especialy in the weakest of our brothers and sisters.
In this way may people experience

how bold you make our love.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

General Intercessions

— That the basic attitude of our Christian leaders, bishops, priests, lay ministers, may be a spirit of
service to their people, we pray:

— That those who are persecuted may never despair but keep trusting in the Lord, we pray:

— That no difficulties may keep our missionaries from preaching the Lord, we pray:

Prayer over the Gifts

Lord our God,

your Son asks us to drink with him the cup
of self-sacrificing service.

Let Jesusfill uswith that love

which aone can understand

that to be great isto serve others

and to use up our lives



to give them achanceto live
May we seek no other reward
than to share the destiny of Jesus,
our Lord and Savior for ever.

Prayer after Communion

Lord our God,

your Son Jesus Christ

gave hislifefor hisfriends

and lighted in them afire

that cannot be extinguished.
Strengthened by the bread of Life
may we follow St. James,

your gpostle and martyr,

in histotal and lasting dedication
to the kingdom of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Blessing
Our attitude in life is too much that we want to be served. It’'s easy and pleasant. Jesus tells us that we

have to learn how to serve. That iswhat will bring us true happiness. May amighty God give us that
attitude and bless us, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.



