Liturgy Alive of The Lord's Baptism

Greeting

(See Rom 6:3-4)

We have been baptized in Christ Jesus
and died to sin
to rise to a new life.
May the risen Lord be always with you.

R/ And also with you.

Introduction by the Celebrant

When Jesus asked John the Baptist to baptize him in the Jordan, just as John had baptized other people, Jesus saw that his task was to save people from their sins. He himself was without sin, but he made himself one with the people in their weakness. And then God confirmed him in his task by saying: "This is
my beloved Son." When we were baptized, we expressed, through our parents and godparents, that we had become one with Jesus. Since that day we share with Jesus in his task of serving and saving people. If we do so, then God can tell us too: "you are my beloved son or daughter."

It is recommended to use today the rite of sprinkling with holy water. See the Sacramentary.

Penitential Act

Though we have become one with Jesus in baptism,
we have not lived as one with him.
We now seek forgiveness from the Lord.
(PAUSE)
Lord Jesus, you committed yourself wholeheartedly
to the Father and to people:
Lord, have mercy. R/ Lord, have mercy.
Jesus Christ, the Father recognized
how you were going to serve him and people,
when he said: "This is my beloved Son":
Christ, have mercy. R/ Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you unite us to yourself
and commit us with you.
May we too hear from the Father:
"You are my beloved sons and daughters":
Lord, have mercy. R/ Lord, have mercy.
Lord, forgive us our reluctance to serve
and all our other sins.

Lead us to everlasting life. R/ Amen.

Opening Prayer

Let us pray that the Spirit
make us live the life of Jesus
(PAUSE)
Lord, our loving God,
pour out on us the Holy Spirit
who came down on Jesus
when he was baptized in the Jordan
and who guided Jesus in his life and death.
Let the Spirit breathe on us
freedom from fear and hatred,
the fire of his love, fervor in prayer.
May he bring harmony in our communities
and lead us in our mission
of making all people your sons and daughters,
that all may praise and thank you

through Jesus Christ our Lord. R/ Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading Introduction: Come to the Water and Have Life!

The prophet invites God's people to live united with him in a lasting covenant. Let them be thirsty for his word and hungry for God and his life.

Second Reading Introduction:

Believe in Jesus, in Whom We Are Born

We are born from God if we believe in Jesus; three things have witnessed that Jesus is God's Son: the water of baptism, the blood of the cross, and the Spirit of Pentecost.

Gospel Introduction: You Are My Beloved Son

The prophet had announced a servant filled with God's Spirit. When Jesus is baptized, the Father recognizes him as his servant and his beloved Son. The Holy Spirit comes down on him.

General Intercessions
United by our one Lord Jesus Christ, let us pray to the Father of all, and let us say.
R/ Lord, hear us through your Son.
- For all those who believe that Jesus is really God's Son and for all those who seek him, whether they know it or not, let us pray: R/ Lord, hear us through your Son.
- For all those who are baptized, that they may live as God's beloved sons and daughters, let us pray: R/ Lord, hear us through your Son.
- For all those who believe in Christ, that they may soon be united in one faith, one hope, one love and one body, let us pray: R/ Lord, hear us through your Son.
- For those whose life seems without meaning, for those who despair because of their faults, for all the loners in life, let us pray: R/ Lord, hear us through your Son.

- For this and every Christian community, that we may seek God's will together and draw strength from this eucharist, let us pray: R/ Lord, hear us through your Son.

Father, we thank you that you are our Father. Give us your Holy Spirit and gather us together to praise and love you now and for ever.

R/ Amen.

Prayer over the Gifts

Our God and Father,
these gifts of bread and wine
will become your beloved Son Jesus
on whom your favor rests.
Strengthen us with his body and blood
and let his Holy Spirit renew us
as people who live without compromise
the message of justice and love
and the very life of your Son.
In this way, may we truly be
your beloved sons and daughters
on whom your favor rests,

now and for ever. R/ Amen.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer

Let us give wholehearted thanks to the Father for having made us in baptism his beloved sons and daughters together with Jesus our Lord.

Invitation to the Lord's Prayer

Baptized in the Holy Spirit
and children of the Father
through Jesus, his beloved Son,

we pray with all trust Jesus' own prayer : R/ Our Father...

Deliver Us

Deliver us, Lord, from every evil
and grant us your peace in our day.
Revive in us the grace of baptism
and guide us by your Holy Spirit,
that we may be loyal to our mission
of living the life of Jesus in this world,
as we wait in joyful hope
for the coming in glory

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. R/ For the kingdom...

Prayer for Peace

Lord Jesus Christ,
let the star of your peace rise today
on the body of the Church
and on all who believe in you.
In its light, may we learn
to love and to serve one another
and to share the joy of your peace
with all willing to accept it,

now and for ever. R/ Amen.

Invitation to Communion

This is Jesus our Lord,
the beloved Son of the Father,
on whom God's favor rests.
Happy are we to be invited
to share his table

and to live his life. R/ Lord, I am not worthy...

Prayer after Communion

Our God and Father,
you have opened heaven to us
to strengthen us with the Bread of life
and to fill us with the Holy Spirit.
Make us new and call us away
from our certainties and attachments.
Send us out to go forward without fear
on the road of justice and peace,
that we may be your beloved children
together with your faithful Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord. R/ Amen.

Blessing

At his baptism in the Jordan
Jesus was invested with his mission
of bringing God's liberating love to people.
The Spirit guided him to carry out that mission
in uncompromising faithfulness.
At our baptism with water and the Spirit,
we have received the mission
to live like Jesus,
to go about doing good as he did,
to be faithful and just to God and to people.
May the God in whose name we have been baptized
protect, guide and bless you for this task:

the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. R/ Amen.

Let us go in the name of the Lord. R/ Thanks be to God.

