Liturgy Alive of SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING
SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING

A. Was I There When They Crucified My King?

B. Reigning From A Cross

Readings:
2 Samuel 5:1-3; Psalm 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5

Colossians 1:12-20; Luke 23:35-43

Commentaries / Gospel Reflections from:

Preaching the Word Sundays Into Silence A Certain Jesus
|

|

Greetings

The Father has given us a place
in the kingdom of his beloved Son.
In him we gain our freedom,
the forgiveness of our sins.
May Jesus the Lord be with you.

R/ And also with you.

Introduction by the Celebrant

A. Was I There When They Crucified My King?
What a King we have! "He saved others, let him save himself," jeered the religious leaders of the people. A King, mocked, and dying on a cross for the sake of saving people. Even from the cross he told a repentant bandit, "Today you will be with me in paradise." Hanging there with his arms wide-open, he embraced

the whole world in a gesture of love and reconciliation. This is the King we acclaim today in this Eucharist and in life.

B. Reigning From A Cross
Today we close the Church Year with the solemnity of Christ the King. Throughout this year we have seen before our eyes the birth, the life, the message, the death, and the resurrection of Jesus. Today's liturgy sums up some key aspects of why he came among people. He died on the cross for us to show us all the

depth of God's love, his boundless mercy on sinners, the promise of paradise to the crucified criminal, the grace of God that accepts us as brothers and sisters of Jesus and the Father's children and heirs. With Jesus we now thank the Father for bringing us forgiveness and life.

Penitential Act

A. Was I There When They Crucified My King?
Jesus was nowhere more our king
than when on the cross he overcame sin and death.
Let us ask our Lord to remember us in his kingdom.
(pause)
Jesus, our Lord and King,
by your humiliation you led us
to the joy and glory of paradise:
Lord, have mercy. R/ Lord, have mercy.
Jesus Christ, our Lord and King,
by your suffering you brought us
happiness without end:
Christ, have mercy. R/ Christ, have mercy.
Jesus, our Lord and King,
by your death you gave us life
and light and reconciliation:
Lord, have mercy. R/ Lord, have mercy.
Have mercy on us, Lord,
give us the peace of your pardon.
Keep us one with you in joys and sorrows,

and lead us to everlasting life. R/ Amen.

B. Reigning From A Cross
We ask the Lord to forgive us
because we have not always answered his love.
(pause)
Lord Jesus, King of mercy,
we thank you for bringing us forgiveness:
Lord, have mercy. R/ Lord, have mercy.
Jesus Christ, king of truth and life,
we thank you for making our lives
meaningful and rich and eternal:
Christ, have mercy. R/ Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, king of love and peace
we thank you for the grace

of showing us the way to the Father:
Lord, have mercy. R/ Lord, have mercy.
Let us feel your endless mercy, Lord,
make it overflow on our brothers and sisters,

and lead us to everlasting life. R/ Amen.

Opening Prayer

Let us pray that all God's people
may become more like Christ our King
(pause)
God our Father, lover of people,
you make us recognize our King
in Jesus crowned with thorns
and enthroned on a cross,
as our leader without army or might.
With him make us choose
love as our only power
and humble service as our only greatness.
May this be the way his kingdom grows among us,
until you lead us to your lasting joy.

We ask you this through Christ our Lord. R/ Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading Introduction: A King After God's Own Heart

The people want David to be their king and shepherd. He is at the same time "of their own flesh and blood" and close to God too. In this he is a pale image of Jesus.

Second Reading Introduction: We Belong In The Kingdom Of Jesus
With Paul, we give thanks to the Father that we have a place in the kingdom of Jesus, thanks to his death on the cross.

Gospel Introduction: A Crucified King
By his death on the cross, Jesus became not only the King of the Jews but also the king of everyone who accepts him, even of outcasts. But people have to make a choice, for or against him.

General Intercessions
Let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ that his kingdom may grow among us, and let us say: R/ Lord, your kingdom come.
• Christ came as the Savior of all. That his kingdom may come to those who have lost the way to God and to people, let us pray: R/ Lord, your kingdom come.
• Christ reconciled heaven and earth. That his kingdom may come through peace among nations, let us pray: R/ Lord, your kingdom come.
• Christ is the head of the Church. That his kingdom may come through the unity of all Christians, let us pray: R/ Lord, your kingdom come.
• Christ gave a place in his kingdom to sinners, to the poor, to those who suffer. That his kingdom may grow among the weak and the voiceless of our day, let us pray: R/ Lord, your kingdom come.
• Christ is the first to rise from the dead. That his kingdom may come with its joy to all our beloved ones who have died: let us pray: R/ Lord, your kingdom come.
• Christ is alive in our communities. That his kingdom may grow through our dedication and service, let us pray: R/ Lord, your kingdom come.

Lord Jesus, make us into a people that brings the warmth of your justice and love to everyone on earth, that your kingdom may grow among us now and for ever. R/ Amen.

Prayer over the Gifts

Almighty Creator and Father
of all that is and lives,
show us your living presence
in your Son Jesus Christ.
By the power of his Holy Spirit
sustain our hope
and commit us generously
to build up a city and a kingdom
that is human, peaceful, just, and fraternal,
as an offering that pleases you,

our God for ever and ever. R/ Amen.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer

Let us give thanks to God our Father, who has given us a place in the kingdom of his beloved Son.

Invitation to the Lord's Prayer

As sons and daughters of the Father in heaven,
we pray with Jesus,
who has freed us from sin,
that God's kingdom may come to all:

R/ Our Father...

Deliver Us

Deliver us Lord, from every evil
and grant us your peace,
which continues to escape us.
Let it be a peace based
on your truth and justice, on dignity,
on serving love for you
and for those around us.
Help us to prepare in joy and hope
for the firm coming among all
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

R/ For the kingdom...

Invitation to Communion

This is Jesus, the Lamb of God,
who became our peace and reconciliation
by his death on the cross,
and became the king of all
by his glorious resurrection.
Happy are we to be called
to his table and his kingdom.

R/ Lord, I am not worthy...

Prayer after Communion

Lord, mighty God,
let the bread of life of your Son sustain us
and his cup be our joy and hope
in carrying out the task entrusted to us
of bringing his kingdom to a good end.
Help us to give each person their due
in respect, dignity, and justice.
Turn us into makers of peace
and make our love generous and self-effacing
in the service of all,
that Jesus Christ may be our Lord and King

now and for ever. R/ Amen.

Blessing

The Kingdom of God is not yet complete.
But it is among us and it keeps growing
when we try to live like Jesus
and to bring his justice and love to all
by our words and deeds
and by the gift of ourselves.

May God bless you for this task:
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. R/ Amen.
Let us go in peace

to love and serve the Lord in people. R/ Thanks be to God.

